
 
 

SAMANTHA HOLLOWAY, SEATTLE KRAKEN OWNER AND 
MANAGING PARTNER OF ONE ROOF SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT  

TO OPEN VENUESNOW CONFERENCE 
 

VNC RETURNS TO SEATTLE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN FIVE YEARS, BRINGING 
TOGETHER INDUSTRY LEADERS AT SHERATON GRAND SEATTLE FOR TWO 

DAYS OF INSIGHTS, CONNECTION AND CONVERSATION, SEPT. 29–30 
 

LOS ANGELES, CA (August 20, 2026) – Today, the schedule has been announced for the 
2026 VenuesNow Conference (VNC), which is proud to feature an opening fireside chat with 
Samantha Holloway, Owner and Managing Partner of One Roof Sports and Entertainment, the 
umbrella brand for the Seattle Kraken, Climate Pledge Arena, and One Roof Foundation. 
Returning to Seattle for the first time since 2021, VNC 2026 will take place September 29–30 at 
the Sheraton Grand Seattle. Produced by Oak View Group (OVG) Media & Conferences and 
presented by Marsh and Oracle, VNC brings together live entertainment, sports, and venue 
executives to address the industry's most critical operational, financial, and strategic dynamics. 

Two full days of main-stage VenuesNow Conference programming take center stage on 
Tuesday, September 29, and Wednesday, September 30. During her Opening Fireside Chat, 
Holloway, a technology entrepreneur, investor, and operator, will discuss how she brings her 
founder's mindset to sports and live entertainment, combining operational rigor and data-driven 
decision-making with a strong focus on the fan experience. 
 
Highlights of VNC Programming: 
 
VNC Golf Classic: Attendees can kick off the week with the pre-conference VNC Golf Classic 
on Monday, September 28, a separately ticketed event providing executive networking on the 
course prior to the afternoon SVS breakout sessions and opening reception. 
 
VenuesNow Conference Keynotes & Strategic Panels (Sept. 29–30): The core VNC agenda 
explores revenue generation, facility dynamics, and evolving fan expectations. Seattle is in the 
middle of a sports and entertainment boom, and few people sit closer to the center of it than 
Holloway, who is helping build one of the most talked-about organizations in sports. As part of 
the opening conversation, A New Era for Professional Sports and Entertainment in Seattle, 
Holloway will share her perspective on Seattle’s evolving sports and entertainment landscape. 
Additional conference highlights include "University Venues: Navigating the Competitive 
Landscape in a Rapidly Evolving Market," "Holding Space for Non-Music Events That Win," 
"Building Automation for Good: Energy Efficiency & Business Benefits," "Convention Centers: 
Shifting Strategies to Align With Today’s Buyers," "One Show, Three Perspectives: The 
Marketing Formula Behind Live Entertainment," and "Leagues/Owners: Contemporary Facility-
Team Dynamics." Additional final day sessions focus on building operations and monetization, 
including "Concessions/Premium: Driving Revenue Inside the Building," "Beyond the Ticket: 

https://venuesnowconference.com/?utm_source=PR&utm_medium=press_release&utm_campaign=samantha_holloway_PR
https://venuesnowconference.com/golfclassic


Creating Live Experiences That Better Serve Women," "Make Your Building a Must-Play," 
dedicated ticketing panels, and executive Town Halls.  
 
Key executive speakers participating across VNC panels, keynotes, and town halls include 
Chris Granger and Emily Lindahl (Oak View Group), Samantha Holloway (Seattle Kraken / 
One Roof Sports & Entertainment), Sean Saadeh (Harris Blitzer Sports & Entertainment), 
Kosha Irby (All Elite Wrestling), Mike Hayes (UTA), Craig Newman and Bruce Solar (Paladin 
Artists), Paz Aparicio (Movistar Arena Madrid), Denis Sullivan (Feld Entertainment), Gary 
Hutchinson (Oak View Group), Laura Chiplin (Tottenham Hotspur), David Powell (Ethara), 
John Page (Acrisure Arena), Thayer Lavielle and Sara Dean (The.Team), Bryan Bedford 
(Cisco), Kevin Devore and Ryan Zoukis (ME Engineers), Greg Farley (MD Energy Advisors), 
Dani Stern (Honeywell), Adam Stover (Populous), Luke Tingle (Daktronics), Katy Dychala 
(PWHL), Mike Sciortino (UBS Arena), Declan Weir (Stantec), David Reed (ModeScore & 
ActiveScore), Aaron Thomas (Columbus Arena Sports & Entertainment), Wesley Cullen, Gina 
Rotolo, Ashlee Stokely, and Guy Dunstan. 
 
Inaugural Secure Venues Summit (Sept. 28): 
 
Additionally in Seattle, OVG & Prevent Advisors will launch the first-ever Secure Venues 
Summit (SVS), tailored specifically for safety, risk management, and venue operations leaders, 
the inaugural summit features a Keynote address on the "State of Security in America: Trends, 
Evolution, and Adversaries in Preparation for the 2028 Olympics in LA" by Voviette D. Morgan 
(SVP, Safety & Security, LA 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games) and Mike Downing 
(CSO/President, OVG/Prevent Advisors). 
 
SVS sessions will cover today’s most pressing venue safety trends, including domestic violent 
extremism, counter-UAS/drone tactics, crowd management, fan behavior, and incident 
preparedness. Key panel topics include "The Why: Remembering the Legacy of Victims and the 
Impact on the Future," "Ahead of the Threat: Why Prevention Beats Reaction in Today's Risk 
Landscape," "A Security Director’s Nightmare: Confronting Modern Day Challenges in Venue 
Security," "Partnerships: How to Strengthen Collaboration and Build Lasting Alliances," "Future 
of Venue Security Design and Operations," and "Emerging Trends: The Risks of Tomorrow."  
 
Industry leaders participating across SVS panels and breakout sessions include Mary Fetchet 
(Executive Director and CEO, Voices Center for Resilience), Scott Anderson (SVP, Prevent 
Advisors), James Johnston (VP, Prevent Advisors), Léa Raad (Analyst, Prevent Advisors), 
Paul Young (EVP, OVG), Katee LaPoff (CTO, OVG), Breanna Ayerdis-Sypherd (Alerus 
Center/OVG), Adrianne Wynne and Brian Herbert (Golden State Warriors / Chase Center), 
Blake Paris (Smith Entertainment Group), Austin McKenna (Kroenke Sports & Entertainment), 
Jessica Reid-Bateman (Milwaukee Bucks), Juan Rodriguez (Seattle Mariners), Jim Dermody 
and Taylor Brightwell (Climate Pledge Arena), Isiah White (Orange County Convention 
Center), Akmal Ali (Aluma/inOrbit), Bill Edwards (ENSCO), Ty Richmond (Allied Universal 
Event Services), Tyler Yim (Genetec Inc.), and Ryan Zoukis (ME Engineers). 
 
To register for the VenuesNow Conference 2026 or the Secure Venues Summit, or for schedule 
updates and venue information, visit venuesnowconference.com and 
securevenuessummit.com.  
 
About VenuesNow Conference: 

https://securevenuessummit.com/?utm_source=PR&utm_medium=press_release&utm_campaign=samantha_holloway_PR
https://securevenuessummit.com/?utm_source=PR&utm_medium=press_release&utm_campaign=samantha_holloway_PR
https://venuesnowconference.com/?utm_source=PR&utm_medium=press_release&utm_campaign=samantha_holloway_PR
https://securevenuessummit.com/?utm_source=PR&utm_medium=press_release&utm_campaign=samantha_holloway_PR


VenuesNow Conference, presented by Marsh and Oracle, brings together the most influential 
voices in live entertainment, sports, and venue management for two days of immersive learning, 
strategic networking, and actionable insights. From booking strategies and premium hospitality 
to technology integration and operational excellence, VNC delivers the strategies you need to 
drive revenue, enhance fan experiences, and position your venues for the future. Whether 
you're a venue operator, general manager, booking executive, food and beverage professional, 
or sponsorship leader, VNC is where the industry’s most critical conversations happen. 
Visit VNC on instagram, linkedin, and facebook. 
 
About Oak View Group: 
Oak View Group (OVG) is the global leader in premium live entertainment infrastructure and 
services, with a platform spanning venue development and end-to-end capabilities across 
venue management, hospitality, and sponsorship sales. Founded in 2015, the Company serves 
a collection of seven world-class owned venues and a client roster of the most iconic arenas, 
stadiums, convention centers, music festivals, performing arts centers, and cultural institutions, 
spanning four continents. Visit OakViewGroup.com, and follow OVG 
on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and X. 
 

# # # 
 
Members of the media, including print, broadcast, and news crews, are invited to attend and 
cover the VenuesNow Conference 2026 and Secure Venues Summit. Press credentials must be 
requested in advance by contacting Scoop Marketing at pr@solters.com. 
 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS: 
OVG PR 
Melissa Gunderson / mgunderson@oakviewgroup.com  
(908) 399-6719 
 
Scoop Marketing for OVG and VenuesNow   
Larry Solters / solters@solters.com  
Erik Stein / estein@solters.com  
Sam Threadgill / sthreadgill@solters.com  
(818) 761-6100 
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