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OAK VIEW GROUP (OVG)  
 
Oak View Group builds and services iconic venues and creates extraordinary 
experiences.  OVG offers a robust set of dynamic solutions to a collection of world-
class venues including arenas, stadiums, convention centers, music festivals, 
performing arts centers, and cultural institutions throughout the world. 
 
OUR STORY 
Oak View Group was established in 2015 to bring innovative thinking to the world of venue 
development, management & hospitality.  With decades of experience in the sports, music, 
and live entertainment industries, OVG’s leadership saw an opportunity to gather best-in-
class teams to transform the way venues were built, managed, and operated. With a 
“strong-as-oak” foundation of collective know-how and a mission to revolutionize the 
industry with an entrepreneurial culture, Oak View Group was born.  Today, Oak View Group 
is a globally recognized venue developer and provider of premium hospitality, bringing 
partnerships services and venue solutions to clients worldwide.  Lead by CEO Chris 
Granger, OVG continues to embrace an innovative, partner-first growth mentality that drives 
everything we do. 
 
OUR MISSION 
Driven by a passion to revolutionize the sports and live entertainment industry with dynamic 
experiences and an unshakeable dedication to those we serve, OVG’s mission is to reinvent 
the way the world comes together.  Creating lasting memories that lift the human spirit, OVG 
turns up the volume on what makes life extraordinary. We create stronger connections and 
bonded communities through our dedication, relationship building and attention to detail. 
OVG celebrates integrity, accountability and impact in everything we do while creating and 
servicing the most iconic venues around the world. 
 
WHO WE ARE 
OVG is led by a diverse and deeply dedicated expert team.  We are committed to elevating 
expectations in venues across the world. As veteran owners and operators ourselves, we 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with our partners and communities to offer our comprehensive 
solutions, fueled by data gleaned from our own hard-won victories, to make big things 
happen.  
 
Our Leadership 
Chris Granger, Chief Executive Officer 
Chris Granger is Oak View Group’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO), leading the company’s 
mission to reinvent the venue experience through partnership and innovation.  With more 
than 30 years of experience in the sports and live entertainment industries, Chris leads a 
dedicated team of experts that help OVG’s venue partners drive value and elevate fan and 
guest experiences around the world.  
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As CEO, Granger leads Oak View Group’s array of solutions spanning the entire venue 
ecosystem including development, management, global partnerships, premium 
experiences and sales, hospitality and food services, sustainability, bookings and content, 
security, parking and mobility, consulting and more.  
 
Executive Leadership Team  
Ade Patton, Chief Financial Officer 
Steve Collins, President Global Venue Development & Special Projects  
Dan Griffis, President Global Partnerships 
Amy Latimer, Chief Business Officer 
Keegan McDonald, President, M&A and Business Development 
Greg O’Dell, President, OVG 360/Venue Management 
Josh Pell, President, Premium Experiences, Global Strategy 
Jay Voelker, President, Crown Properties Collection 
Christina Song, General Counsel 
Ann Jackson, Chief People & Culture Officer  
Katee LaPoff, Chief Technology Officer 
Kristina Heney, EVP Marketing, Media & Conferences 
Randi Bernstein, SVP & General Counsel, Global Venue & Business Development  
 
Silver Lake, Strategic Investor 
Silver Lake has been a partner and investor in Oak View Group since 2018.  
 
OUR PROMISE & OUR VALUES 
We develop, deliver, manage and service the highest-quality venues in the world, fostering 
exceptional events and experiences while focusing on making long-term investments in our 
people and our planet.  We are committed to actively empowering and strengthening the 
communities we serve, including the millions of people that travel through our portfolio of 
venues around the world. We recognize and embrace our responsibility as global citizens to 
mobilize and scale our resources to connect people and inspire positive and substantive 
change around the globe.  
 
OUR PROMISE 
We are Dedicated: We are beholden to each other, to our partners and to the communities 
in which we reside and to our planet. 
 
We are Dynamic:  We act with high energy, creative innovation & entrepreneurial spirit. 
 
We are Driven:  We are always on offense, and we are relentless in our pursuit of excellence. 
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OUR VALUES 
Relationships: We celebrate and actively support relationships with each other, our 
partners, our communities and our planet. 
 
Entrepreneurial Spirit: We innovate, think creatively and take bold actions to drive 
growth.  
 
Impact: We deliver positive results for our partners & we empower diverse communities, 
promote equity, and embrace sustainable practices. 
 
Act With Integrity: We uphold honesty, transparency, accountability and we do the right 
thing. 

 
Social Impact and Cultural Engagement  
We believe in the power of a diverse community and the value in appreciating the lived 
experiences of everyone at all levels of the company no matter their race, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, religion, socioeconomic status or ability. We believe that our venues 
should be a welcoming reflection of the communities in which we reside.  We believe that 
actionable, long-lasting change is driven by intentional practices which is why our focus is 
on building a diverse Workforce, cultivating an inclusive Workplace and enhancing our 
Marketplace so that it delivers culturally relevant products and services.  
 
In 2025, Oak View Group earned the Great Place To Work® certification. This prestigious 
award is based entirely on what current employees say about their experience working at 
OVG in the US, Canada and the UK. Great Place To Work® is the global authority on 
workplace culture, employee experience, and the leadership behaviors proven to deliver 
enhanced revenue and boosted innovation.  

 
Workforce: Ensure that we hire, retain and develop a workforce that reflects the 
clients and communities that we serve. 

 
Workplace: Maintain a workplace culture that values and leverages differences and 
similarities and drives innovation through inclusion.  We have many employee 
resource groups (ERG’s) including Black Oaks Network, OVG Women’s Network, 
OVG Pride, Hispanic Latin Alliance, Asian Pacific Circle and Veterans Connect. 
 
Marketplace: Create client and customer value by partnering with diverse suppliers, 
engaging with the community and delivering culturally relevant products and 
services. One goal is to build and maintain an inclusive Supplier Diversity Program 
that provides maximum opportunity for small and diverse businesses to become 
OVG vendors. By providing local, small and diverse businesses opportunities to work 
with us, we foster economic inclusivity and ensure a positive impact is made in the 
communities where we operate.  

 

https://www.oakviewgroup.com/supplier-diversity/
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OUR IMPACT 
Ascend Program 
In 2024, OVG announced the launch of its Ascend program dedicated to enhancing career 
readiness for underrepresented talent. The Ascend program aims to bridge opportunity gaps 
in the sports, live entertainment, and hospitality sectors, offering participants exposure, 
training, and networking through targeted recruitment and experiential learning. 
 
Ascend offers specialized tracks, including Ascend HBCU, dedicated to career readiness for 
students from Historically Black Colleges and Universities; Ascend HSI, which recruits and 
provides career resources to students from Hispanic Serving Institutions; Ascend Women, 
focusing on women pursuing careers in sports and entertainment; Ascend Hospitality, for 
students from underrepresented groups in hospitality; and Ascend Backstage, for those 
interested in venue management. Each variation of the program is tailored to build valuable 
career skills amongst underrepresented groups. 
 
Sustainability 
We believe that our proactive actions today will pay off tomorrow. Climate change is already 
impacting communities where we’re present and our industry more broadly. Thankfully, we 
are equipped and already implementing solutions to lead climate action and overcome this 
emerging crisis. Solutions may look different along our journey and across our portfolio, but 
we are committed to implementing just and meaningful solutions in every community in 
which we operate.  
 

GOAL (Green Operations & Advanced Leadership) is a sustainability program for 
arenas, stadiums, convention centers, and other types of public assembly venues in 
the sports and entertainment industry. Members of GOAL have access to a digital 
portal that defines a broad set of sustainability standards specifically designed for 
venues, a tactical roadmap for achieving those standards, and a customized tracking 
tool. The online platform includes a library of resources and provides a forum to 
collaborate with like-minded operators, vendors, and sponsors who are committed 
to operating more sustainably. GOAL utilizes Salesforce Net Zero Cloud for carbon 
accounting and customized industry comparisons, which informs action-planning, 
goal-setting, and corporate partnership support, including connections to vetted 
vendors. Venues can regularly track their performance against scientifically backed 
standards in ESG categories – such as energy and water use, greenhouse gas 
emissions, waste management, indoor air quality, and health and wellbeing – as well 
as compared to similarly situated venues and be recognized for their progress. The 
Founding Partners of GOAL are Oak View Group, the Atlanta Hawks & State Farm 
Arena, Fenway Sports Group, and green building trailblazer Jason F. McLennan, 
founder of McLennan Design.  
For more information, visit www.GOALstandard.com. 

 
 
 

https://www.goalstandard.com/
https://www.goalstandard.com/
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WHAT WE DO 
OVG is a dynamic owner, operator, manager and solutions provider that turns vision into 
reality. We understand the challenges our partners face because we face them every day. 
Our integrated approach delivers innovation and big results that positively impact every 
aspect of the fan experience. Our end-to-end solutions include:   

Venue Development  
Venue Operations 
Venue Management  
Premium Experiences & Sales 
Bookings & Content 
Parking & Mobility 

Global Partnerships 
Security 
Premium Hospitality 
Sustainability  
Hospitality & Food Service 

 
VENUE DEVELOPMENT & MANAGEMENT 
OVG’s Venue Development & Management team is responsible for designing, building, 
renovating, managing and servicing world-class entertainment venues. The team offers a 
variety of customized services, combining unparalleled expertise and resources to drive 
success and deliver extraordinary guest experiences.  
 
Venue Development Expertise
Project Management 
Operational Development 
Technical Documentation 
Procurement Support 

Design Reviews  
Construction Monitoring 
Cost Management 
Performance Monitoring 

Venue Development Portfolio 
OVG’s venue development portfolio includes owned and operated venues and partner 
venues currently in operation as well as venues in various stages of development or 
renovation. OVG’s recipe for success for venue development lies in fresh thinking and 
originality. Through experience, OVG has learned that prosperity is directly connected to 
agility, and honed an ability to see around corners, anticipate challenges, and innovate new 
solutions seamlessly and proactively. 

 
Climate Pledge Arena (Seattle, Washington-Opened on October 19, 2021) The 
most sustainable venue in the world and the first-ever arena to achieve zero-carbon 
certification by the International Living Future Institute. Home to the NHL’s Seattle 
Kraken and WNBA’s Seattle Storm. 

 
UBS Arena (Elmont, New York-Opened on November 20, 2021) The 19,000-
capacity home to the NHL’s New York Islanders, located within historic Belmont 
Park, just outside New York City. 

 
Moody Center (Austin, Texas-Opened on April 20, 2022) This 15,000-capacity 
arena was created in partnership with Live Nation and C3 Presents and is home to 
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the University of Texas’ women’s and men’s basketball programs, as well 150 
premier live events per year. 
 
Enmarket Arena (Savannah, Georgia) 
Opened in 2022, the new arena has a seating capacity of 9,500, bringing a new level 
of music, sports and entertainment experiences to fans and breathing new life into 
the region as the home of the ECHL Ghost Pirates.  
 
Mullet Arena (Tempe, Arizona) 
Located on the campus of Arizona State University, the new 5,000 seat multi-purpose 
arena and community ice rink opened in 2022 and is home to ASU Sun Devil men’s 
ice hockey, wrestling and women’s volleyball programs as well as the NBA G league’s 
Valley Suns.  
 
Acrisure Arena (Palm Springs, California-Opened on December 14, 2022) 
An 11,000-capacity arena nestled in the beautiful Coachella Valley that is the home 
ice of the AHL Firebirds and hosts live entertainment throughout the year. 
 
Snapdragon Stadium (San Diego, California) 
A 35,000-seat multipurpose venue serves as home to SDSU Aztec football, San Diego 
FC of MLS and Sand Diego Wave FC of the NWSL and is a year-round entertainment 
destination and hub of community engagement. 

 
CFG Bank Arena (Baltimore, Maryland-Opened on April 7, 2023) 
A reinvented 14,000-capacity arena in the heart of Baltimore, with over six decades 
of live event history (The Beatles, Jimi Hendrix, John F. Kennedy, and Martin Luther 
King Jr.). 

 
Co-op Live (Manchester, United Kingdom-Opened on May 14, 2024) 
Europe’s largest (23,500 capacity) arena features a revolutionary bowl design and 
some of the best acoustic sound engineering in the world. Built to be carbon neutral 
from day one, the arena contributed total turnover of £1.3 billion to the UK economy 
in its first year.  

 
The Dome (Virginia Beach, Virginia) 
Re-opened in partnership with Live Nation in 2025, The Dome hosts up to 3,500 
indoors, expanding to 5,000 when the hangar doors open to the outside. The venue 
hosts more than 100 events annually, from concerts and comedy shows to special 
events, building on its 30-year history.  
 
PeoplesBank Arena (Hartford, Connecticut-Opened on October 25, 2025) 
The renovation of Hartford’s 16,000-seat world class sports and entertainment venue 
includes upgrades to the seating area, the addition of new lower-level luxury suites 
and the development of enhanced concession areas designed to elevate the overall 
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guest experience. The arena is home of the American Hockey League’s Hartford Wolf 
Pack, affiliate of the NY Rangers, 12-time national champion UConn women’s 
basketball team, six-time national champion UConn men’s basketball team, and 
UConn men’s ice hockey team. PeoplesBank Arena’s $145M transformation was 
completed in fall 2025.  
 
TD Coliseum (Hamilton, Ontario, Canada-Opened November 21, 2025) 
OVG broke ground on renovations of First Ontario Centre in May 2024, with plans to 
transform the venue into a state-of-the-art arena, slated to open at the end of 2025. 
The reimagined arena will serve as the centerpiece in revitalizing Hamilton as a 
premier music, sports and live entertainment destination for southwestern Ontario 
in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton area. The $300 million renovation will transform 
the facility into a modernized venue with a focus on providing the ultimate guest 
experience. Renovations will include the addition of premium seating, lounges and 
suites, artist compound, enhanced acoustics to amplify the listening experience, 
next generation touchless and self-serve technologies for food & beverage 
purchases and upgraded concourses and concession areas. Chef Matty Matheson 
and his company, Our House H. C. have partnered with TD Coliseum to bring Matty’s 
passion for food to the arena with a full-service restaurant and bar, The Iron Cow 
Public House, as well as menu curation for several concession stands. 

 
Venue Development Pipeline 

Lagos Arena (Lagos, Nigeria) 
Announced in February 2023, OVG has partnered with Persianas Group, the Nigerian 
Sovereign Investment Authority and Live Nation to deliver Africa’s first purpose-built 
entertainment arena and Nigeria’s first 12,000 capacity arena. The first of its kind 
venue in Lagos will host music and live entertainment including UFC, basketball and 
WWE events, with hotel and parking as well.  
 
Mobile Arena (Mobile, Alabama) 
OVG invested $15M and broke ground on this state-of-the-art venue that is poised to 
make Alabama’s port city a destination for live entertainment along the Gulf Coast. 
With a projected opening in 2027, the arena is being built on the 22-acre site of the 
former Mobile Civic Center. Mobile Coca-Cola Bottling Company will serve as the 
official beverage partner and is the first founding partner of Mobile Arena.  
 
New Augusta Arena (Augusta, Georgia) 
OVG has invested $10M into a new 10,500-seat arena scheduled to open in 2027 
which will include suites, loge boxes, a private club lounge as well as a connection to 
Bell Auditorium. Reinvigorating the Augusta community as a premier music, sports 
and entertainment destination, the new Augusta arena will be part of the Augusta 
Entertainment Complex located in downtown. 
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Additional global development prospects include:  
London, England; Sydney, Australia; Madrid, Spain; Dublin, Ireland; Saskatoon, 
Canada; Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and Las Vegas, Nevada among others. 

 
VENUE MANAGEMENT 
The venue management team at OVG delivers a holistic spectrum of services, resources, 
and expertise designed to elevate every aspect of business that matters to venue 
operators—helping partners become more safe, efficient, and profitable. OVG’s rich 
portfolio spans arenas, stadiums, festivals, state fairs, convention centers, performing arts 
centers, aquariums and more. In 2024, OVG expanded our holistic solutions and venue 
services offerings to the UK, Europe and the Middle East. Building on the extraordinary 
growth since OVG International’s inception just three years prior, the establishment of the 
venue solutions in the UK and Europe represents the first time an owner/operator brought 
services to venue owners in those markets.  
 
Venue Management Expertise 
Operational Readiness    Successful Venue Transition 
Event Management      Facility Management 
Parking & Mobility     Guest Services 
Public Safety      Performance Monitoring 
 
Global Partner Overview (Not inclusive of all OVG partners) 
 

 
 
FOOD & BEVERAGE 
Oak View Group is committed to elevating expectations for concessions, premium 
hospitality and culinary event offerings in venues across the world. We offer unique 
experiences, gracious service, imaginative menus, and holistic hospitality management 
solutions gleaned from an expansive background with local partners, at our owned venues 
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and for our roster of arenas, stadiums, theaters, festivals, convention centers and cultural 
centers.   
 
At each of our venues, our recipe for success lies in fresh thinking and originality. Through 
our trials and triumphs, we’ve learned that prosperity is directly connected to agility. And 
we’ve developed our ability to see around corners, anticipate challenges, and innovate new 
solutions seamlessly and proactively.  

OVG Hospitality provides hospitality services for hundreds of world-class venues including 
Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas, Mortgage Matchup Center in Phoenix, Benchmark 
International Arena in Tampa, McCormick Place in Chicago, BOK Center in Tulsa, The 
Seattle Aquarium, Beaver Stadium at Penn State University, Rogers Stadium in Toronto,  
Estadio GNP Seguros, Palacio de los Deportes and Foro GNP Seguros and others in Mexico, 
and for special events like Turn 12 at the big race in Las Vegas, and LIV Golf.  

Our strategic alignment with like-minded leaders in the hospitality industry fuels our passion 
and amplifies our resources, enabling us to create innovative and memorable events across 
the globe: 

Rhubarb Hospitality Collection (RHC) is a distinguished international luxury 
catering and hospitality provider with over 30 years of experience. In 2023, RHC was 
acquired by OVG. Every year, RHC serves more than five million people at a diverse 
array of venues, including the Philadelphia Orchestra and Ensemble Arts' 
performance spaces, the Royal Albert Hall and The Brewery in London, as well as 
immersive live entertainment experiences such as Mamma Mia! The Party and 
Frameless. The collection also includes an independent restaurant in Berlin and a 
new location scheduled to open in Hamburg. 

Additionally, OVG International manages hospitality operations for several renowned 
football clubs and venues in the UK, including Manchester City FC, Leicester City FC, 
Southampton FC, and the home of the London Lions - Copper Box Arena. 

Spectrum Concessions is a leading food service and hospitality company that 
specializes in major sporting events, music festivals and artist and tour catering. 
Acquired by OVG in 2022, Spectrum Concessions has overseen the hospitality 
experience for events such as the PGA Tour, NCAA Final Four March Madness, US 
Davis Cup Tennis, Bonnaroo, Burning Man, Governor’s Ball, Cirque du Soleil’s North 
American Touring Shows, and many more.  
 
Liberty Oak View Entertainment 
More info to come. 

 
OVG Social Clubs are a collection of properties at prestigious universities across the US, 
providing high-end premium experiences and curated offerings to their members. Examples 

https://ovgsocialclubs.com/
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of current OVG Social Clubs include:  Arizona Sands Club (Arizona Stadium - University of 
Arizona), Baylor Club (McLane Stadium - Baylor University) , Ken Garff University Club (Rice-
Eccles Stadium - University of Utah), The Texas Tech Club (Jones AT&T Stadium - Texas Tech 
University), University Club of Virginia Tech (Lane Stadium - Virginia Tech), The Carolina Club 
(George Watts Hill Alumni Center - University of North Carolina), The University Club 
Alabama (University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa) among others.  
 
BOOKING & EVENTS 
No one has better access to the world’s biggest stars and performances than OVG. Our 
network of artists spans all four corners of the globe with access to superstars including:  
Beyonce, Billie Eilish, Calvin Harris, Coldplay, Foo Fighters, Guns N’ Roses, Katy Perry, 
Kendrick Lamar, Paul McCartney, Rhianna, Sabrina Carpenter, Sam Smith, Stormzy, The 
Rolling Stones, The Weeknd and more. 
 
OVG Alliances 
Our Alliance pillars are simple. Our members are stronger when we work together. With an 
invitation only membership of arena, stadium and theater operators, the OVG Alliances 
create collective leveraging power through buying, selling, booking and thinking 
collaboratively. This revolutionary way of thinking and doing business has proven invaluable 
for members, particularly with content and sponsorship opportunities—all in the name of 
growing revenue and guest satisfaction.  

 
OVG Arena Alliance includes a group of major market arenas from coast to coast such as 
Madison Square Garden (New York); the United Centre (Chicago); Wells Fargo Center 
(Philadelphia); and American Airlines Centre (Dallas).  
  
OVG Stadium Alliance empowers the best-in-class stadium operators in North America to 
share best practices and maximize event revenues. Members include Citi Field (New York); 
The Dome at America’s Center (St. Louis); Target Field (Minneapolis); and Dodgers Stadium 
(Los Angeles).  
  
OVG Theater Alliance features 24 marquee theaters and performing arts venues across 18 
North American markets. Partner venues include Radio City Music Hall (New York); Grand 
Ole Opry House (Nashville); Paramount Theater (Denver); and YouTube Theater (Los 
Angeles) 

 
SPONSORSHIP   
Global Partnerships  
OVG Global Partnerships is dedicated to sponsorship sales, brand consulting, partnership 
management, activation, creative, analytics and client service. The OVG Global 
Partnerships team connects world-class sports and entertainment properties with well 
known, established brands to create mutually beneficial outcomes. The team focuses on 
brands who want to communicate a compelling story to their customers through sports, 
music and live entertainment.  
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OVG Global Partnerships specializes in sales for leagues, teams, venues, artists, and 
athletes as well as sales in the hospitality, museum, non-profit and media & conferences 
industries. The team has sold a record 40 naming rights deals across NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, 
MLS, NCAA, AHL, ECHL, Minor League Baseball and music only venues.  
 
Brand Consulting and Solutions 
As part of OVG Global Partnerships, the Brand Consulting and Solutions group provides 
guidance to clients based on experience, research, data and insights, offering unique and 
creative opportunities for world class brands to build, share and measure their stories 
through sports, music and entertainment. Capabilities include brand strategy and 
positioning, creative ideation, data & insights, sales optimization, sponsorship strategies, 
thought leadership, valuations, customer segmentation, campaign development, brand 
identity, negotiation, performance measuring, benchmarking and more.  
 
SAFETY 
Prevent Advisors is OVG’s advisory firm that protects the entire sports and live 
entertainment facility ecosystem with holistic security solutions. The firm represents the 
NBA, NHL, MLB, and NFL and uses cutting-edge counterterrorism tools to address guest and 
athlete safety at the highest level. Prevent Advisors works hand in hand with OVG’s Arena 
Alliance and is chaired by former police executives from the New York and Los Angeles 
police departments.  
 
OVG MIDDLE EAST 
In 2024, Oak View Group established OVG Middle East and announced a partnership with 
Ethara, the region’s leading pioneer in the live events and venue management industry. 
Together, OVG and Ethara launched a dedicated hospitality provider and added operations 
for Zayed Sports City, Etihad Park and Etihad Arena in Abu Dhabi and House of Sustainability 
in Expo City Dubai to the portfolio. Through OVG Middle East, the company provides 
consultancy support for several mega projects across the region and expects to expand their 
portfolio in the coming years.  
 
MEDIA & CONFERENCES 
Our Media & Conferences division propels the industry forward by communicating relevant 
industry information and building innovative experiences.  Pollstar publication, Pollstar Live! 
and VenuesNow conferences and awards, are the essential source for music, concert, live 
entertainment and venue news and information.  
 

Pollstar, “The Voice of Live,” is the premier publication dedicated to covering the 
worldwide concert industry.  Pollstar data is the leading resource for the touring 
industry, encompassing box office numbers, routing, and directories.  Pollstar 
regularly publishes special issues, including Impact 50, Women of Live, VenuesNow 
All-Stars and NextGen. 

 

https://preventadvisors.com/
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Pollstar Live! Production Live! and VenuesNow Conference are the world’s largest 
gatherings of live music industry professionals. Featuring highly anticipated 
keynotes, panels, networking opportunities and demonstrations, the Pollstar Live!, 
Production Live! and VenuesNow Conferences are cornerstones of thought 
leadership and innovation in the live entertainment industry, creating spaces where 
live professionals can come together to share insights, address challenges and 
shape the future of live entertainment.  

 
Departure Festival and Conference is a reimaging of Canadian Music Week (CMW), 
a staple in the music industry for over four decades, providing a platform for artists, 
industry professionals, and fans to connect, discover and celebrate music. Oak View 
Group and Loft Entertainment announced an agreement to acquire CMW in June 
2024, expanding OVG’s investment in the Canadian market and furthering the 
mission to elevate live entertainment experiences around the globe.  

 
EDUCATIONAL, INDUSTRY AND THOUGHT LEADERSHIP 
As a global leader in the live experience venue development, management, operations, and 
premium hospitality industries, Oak View Group has the opportunity and privilege to share 
the insight and experience of our leaders with others. OVG leaders have informed people in 
our industry and beyond about our business through speaking engagements, educational 
opportunities, case studies, career days, podcasts and more.  
 
Professional Development 

University of South Carolina: Professional Development with Oak View Group 
In Fall 2024, Oak View Group partnered with The University of South Carolina to offer 
a course for students in the College of Hospitality, Retail and Sports Management. 
The course introduced students to the unique environment of live event management 
and the production of live sports and entertainment events through the vision of OVG, 
the worldwide leader in event and venue management. Featured OVG speakers 
throughout the semester included: 
Scott Anderson, VP, Business Services, Prevent Advisors 
Kristen Fulmer, Head of Sustainability, OVG 
Ken Gaber, President, OVG Hospitality 
Dan Griffis, President, Global Partnerships, OVG 
Kristina Heney, EVP, Marketing, Media & Conferences, OVG 
Joe Leung, VP, Parking & Mobility Services, OVG 
Peter Luukko, Co-Chairman, OVG Alliance and OVG360 
Sam Piccione, President, Sales, OVG International 
 
Click here for a recap video showcasing the course and insight from OVG leaders. 
For more info on the course click here.  

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOesU_t90nI
https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/hrsm/about/news/2024/university_of_south_carolina_partners_with_oak_view_group_for_professional_development_class.php
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Career Days 
OVG and Briar Cliff University hosted a Business and Media career day at Tyson 
Events Center in February 2025, providing an opportunity for high school students to 
explore careers in accounting, marketing, public relations, operations, event 
management, graphic design, fiancé and more. OVG professionals hosted sessions 
covering key areas of the industry, including partnerships, marketing, operations, 
leadership and more. The event concluded with a discussion on leadership and 
management, highlighting the importance of adaptability, communication, and 
strategic thinking. Read more about this special event here. 

 
University Speaking Engagements 

In May 2025, Mark Shulman, Senior Vice President of Programming for Oak View 
Group spoke at the commencement for Penn State’s College of Arts and 
Architecture, his alma mater. Shulman also attended a fireside chat at PSU’s 
“Onward and Upward: Conversations with Commencement Speakers” series. Mark 
shared his career experience since graduating from the University in 1996, managing 
projects from music festivals and major stadium concerts. Click here to read more 
about Mark’s commencement speech.  

 
Case Studies 

Harvard Business School Case Study: Climate Pledge Arena 
In 2025, Harvard Business School published a case study entitled, “Seattle’s Climate 
Pledge Arena: Ticket to a Greener Future." The case study features interviews with 
Tim Leiweke, OVG Chairman & CEO as well as Steve Collins, OVG President of Global 
Venue Development & Special Projects. The HBS research explores how Oak View 
Group and its development partners rebuilt an aging Seattle landmark into the 
world’s first net zero carbon certified arena.  
  
Check out Professor Rosabeth Kanter’s detailed description of her research and 
findings here.  To access the full Harvard Business School case study exploring the 
development, design and building of Climate Pledge Arena, click here.    

 
Beyond The Scoreboard: How Leveraging Corporate Partnerships Can Preserve 
College Athletics 
The next three years of college athletics will see more change than the previous 100 
years put together. With the House v. NCAA settlement expected to bring revenue 
sharing, NIL back payments, and expanded scholarships, this could potentially raise 
athletic department costs by up to $50 million annually. This financial strain 
threatens low-revenue sports, despite their critical role in developing Olympians, 
providing scholarships, and shaping future leaders. To protect these sports, OVG is 
determined to boost athletic department revenue by selling high-value sponsorships 
like Naming Rights, Field Entitlements, and Jersey Patches. By tapping into the 71% 
of Power 4 stadiums without a current Naming Rights or Field Entitlement partner, 
OVG intends to provide services that allow brands to get involved. To support this 

https://www.briarcliff.edu/family-and-friends/parents/news/briar-cliff-university-and-oakview-group-host-business--media-career-day-at-tyson-events-center-
https://www.psu.edu/news/arts-and-architecture/story/entertainment-venue-programmer-be-arts-and-architecture-commencement
https://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/item.aspx?num=67135
https://store.hbr.org/product/seattle-s-climate-pledge-arena-ticket-to-a-greener-future/325110?sku=325110-PDF-ENG)
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effort, OVG created a Marketplace Valuation System to allow brands to see the value 
in such efforts. To see the full research please download the following white paper 
on the subject click here. 

Podcasts 
Stadium Tech Report Podcast 
Katee LaPoff, OVG’s Chief Technology officer shared her perspective on technology 
developments and deployments in the live experience and venue development, 
management and hospitality business in August 2024. Click here to check it out here. 

 
Doing Sustainability Podcast 
On “Pushing the Boundaries of Sustainability in Sports and Entertainment,” Kristen 
Fulmer, OVG’s head of Sustainability, explored how sports and entertainment 
venues can illuminate important issues through sustainability. She discussed the 
need for personalized and relatable solutions for each community (debunking the 
misconception that it is always an added cost. Check it out here.  

 
ACCOLADES AND AWARDS   
Over the last several years, Oak View Group’s leaders, teams and venues have captured 
accolades and awards spanning the sports, music, live entertainment, and hospitality 
industries, dominating the categories of executive leadership, venue management, 
business development, sustainability, DEI, programming, venue development, food & 
beverage, operations and more.  
 
Recent accolades for OVG venues include: 

Co-op Live: Pollstar’s “New Concert Venue of the Year (Intl)” and Lux Life’s 2024 
“Events Arena of the Year” 
Moody Center: Academy of Country Music’s 2025 “Arena of the Year,” Pollstar’s 
2024 “Arena of the Year” and Front Office Sports’ 2024 “Best Venues”  
UBS Arena: Front Office Sports’ 2024 “Most Sustainable”  
Climate Pledge Arena: Pollstar’s 2025 Billie Eilish Award for Sustainability  

 
Other recent award wins, shortlist acknowledgements and nominations include:  
Billboard’s 2025 “POWER 100” 

Billboard’s 2025 Global Power Players 
Pollstar’s 2025 “POLLSTAR AWARDS” 
Billboard’s “WOMEN IN MUSIC” 2025 
Pollstar and Venues Now 2025 “WOMEN OF LIVE” 

PRO Sports Assembly “Marshall Award for Values in 
Sports” 
Pollstar: Impact Next Gen 2025  
Pollstar: Excellence in Concessions 2025 
SBJ: Game Changers Class of 2025 

Front Office Sports’ 2024 “BEST VENUES” 
Billboard’s “40 UNDER 40” 2024 
Pollstar’s 2024 “IMPACT 50” 
Front Office Sports’ 2024 “MOST SUSTAINABLE” 
Sports Business Journal’s 2024 “POWER PLAYERS” 
VenuesNow 2024 “EXCELLENCE IN CONCESSIONS” 
Pollstar/VenuesNow 2024 “IMPACT: NEXT GEN” 
Pollstar/VenuesNow 2024 “ALL STARS” 
LUX LIFE’s 2024 “HOSPITALITY AWARDS”

EXPLORE MORE 
Find out more about OVG by visiting: www.OakViewGroup.com 

https://www.oakviewgroup.com/departments/global-partnerships/gp-whitepaper/
https://stadiumtechreport.com/podcasts/oak-view-group-cto-katee-lapoff-discusses-tech-strategy-from-a-multi-venue-perspective/
https://www.bakerbrand.com/podcast/pushing-the-boundaries-of-sustainability-in-sports-and-entertainment-with-kristen-fulmer/
https://www.billboard.com/p/billboard-2025-power-100-list/
https://www.billboard.com/pro/billboard-global-power-players-2025-list/
https://news.pollstar.com/2025/04/17/pollstar-awards-2025-chappell-roan-stevie-nicks-missy-elliott-jelly-roll-taylor-swift-bad-bunny-billie-eilish-among-honorees/
https://www.billboard.com/p/billboard-women-in-music-list-2025/
https://news.pollstar.com/2025/03/17/pollstars-2025-women-of-live-hall-of-fame-hub/
https://www.prosportsassembly.org/medal-of-leadership#chris
https://www.prosportsassembly.org/medal-of-leadership#chris
https://news.pollstar.com/category/impact-next-gen/impact-nextgen-2025-impact-next-gen/
https://news.pollstar.com/category/excellence-in-concessions/excellence-in-concessions-2025-excellence-in-concessions/
https://www.game-changers-conference.com/2025/
https://frontofficesports.com/company-news/front-office-sports-announces-inaugural-list-of-best-venues/
https://www.billboard.com/h/music-industry-40-under-40-list-2024/
https://news.pollstar.com/2024/06/10/2024-impact-50-index-page/
https://frontofficesports.com/award-winners/most-sustainable-2024/
https://www.sportsbusinessjournal.com/Articles/2024/08/05/power-players-oak-view-group
https://news.pollstar.com/2024/08/19/2024-excellence-in-concessions/
https://news.pollstar.com/category/impact-next-gen/impact-nextgen-2024/
https://news.pollstar.com/2024/10/15/2024-venuesnow-all-stars/
https://lux-life.digital/winners-list/?award=14500-2024
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.oakviewgroup.com/___.YXAzOm9ha3ZpZXdncm91cDphOm86MmUyYjhkYTBhZGU4MTdlNDNlYWUwNTcxOWJkOTFiMzg6NjpkNDgzOmYxYjMwMWNjYzg5YzU4OTFmZjZjZjI5NjdmNjNhMDI2ZmRkOGRlYzcxMTc4ZmJmZGM0ZjU1MDcxY2M3YWJjNjU6aDpU
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Follow OVG on: 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/oakviewgroup/ 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/oak-view-group/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/oakviewgroup 
X: https://x.com/oakviewgroup 
TikTok: https://www.tiktok.com/@ovglive  
 

https://www.instagram.com/oakviewgroup/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/oak-view-group
https://www.facebook.com/oakviewgroup
https://x.com/oakviewgroup
https://www.tiktok.com/@ovglive

