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Chris Granger
Chief Executive Officer, Oak View Group

Chris Granger is Oak View Group’s Chief Executive Officer (CEQ), leading the company’s
mission to provide comprehensive development, operations, management, and hospitality
services to venues worldwide. With more than 30 years of experience in the sports and live
entertainmentindustries, Chris oversees a dedicated team of experts that help OVG’s venue
partners drive value and elevate fan experiences through excellence and innovation.

As CEO, Granger is responsible for employees across Oak View Group’s array of services
and solutions spanning the entire venue ecosystem including development, operations,
investments, management, global partnerships, premium experiences and sales,
hospitality and food services, sustainability, bookings and content, security, parking and
mobility, consulting and more. With renowned, state-of-the-art venues across four
continents, OVG partners with over 400 global clients ranging from arenas, stadiums, and
convention centers to music festivals, performing arts centers, and cultural institutions.

A visionary leader and industry expert, Chris developed OVG’s comprehensive, client-
centric framework designed to redefine the management and operation of venues and
events, providing end-to-end solutions, seamlessly blending operational efficiency,
personalized service, and technology to enhance every aspect of the event lifecycle. During
his tenure at Oak View Group, Granger was also instrumental in leading the development of
GOAL (Green Operations & Advanced Leadership), the groundbreaking program enabling
measurement towards sustainability which now boasts 50+ clients across the NBA, NHL,
NFL and MLB, and oversight of OVG’s Alliance pillars.

At Oak View Group, Granger has not merely championed DEl initiatives but fundamentally
transformed them into strategic accelerators and differentiators within the company sales
culture, commercial operations, procurement, and business development. He has guided
the development of the Supplier Diversity Program and championed the creation of OVG’s
Ascend Program, which offers career learning opportunities for underrepresented
individuals.
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Before joining Oak View Group in December of 2021, Granger was group president of sports
and entertainment with llitch Holdings, a position he had held since 2017. He was
responsible for all aspects of business operations for MLB's Detroit Tigers, the NHL's Detroit
Red Wings, the company's joint venture interest in 313 Presents, and the operations of Little
Caesars Arena, Comerica Park, Detroit's Fox Theatre, Pine Knob Music Theatre, Meadow
Brook Amphitheatre, and Michigan Lottery Amphitheatre at Freedom Hill.

Granger previously was president of the Sacramento Kings and Sacramento Basketball
Holdings LLC. During his tenure, the Kings were widely recognized as a highly innovative and
community-minded franchise, and Granger's influence also extended to the development
of Sacramento's award-winning, LEED Platinum Golden 1 Center, and its 1.5 million-square-
foot downtown mixed-use development project, Downtown Commons.

Before joining the Kings, Granger worked in various capacities forthe NBAfor 14 years. While
there, he served as the executive vice president of the NBA's team marketing and business
operations function, where he advised NBA, WNBA, and NBA Development League teams
on all aspects of business operations.

Chris received his bachelor’s degree from Cornell University and his Master of Business
Administration from Yale. He was named Sacramento Businessperson of the Yearin 2017
and was a 2010 Sports Business Journal Forty Under Forty award winner. In 2025, Granger
was honored by Pro Sports Assembly with the prestigious Marshall Award for Values in
Sports, recognizing his values-centered leadership to drive sustainable impact in sports
and beyond.

Granger and his family are active in a wide range of charitable organizations in the Detroit
community, including Make-a-Wish Michigan and City Year Detroit, where Granger proudly
served on the Board, reprising the role he also held in Sacramento. Granger also recently
joined the advisory board of the USTA Foundation with a mission to bring tennis and
education together to change lives.

He and his wife, Jennifer, have two daughters, Zoe and Megan, and reside and play tennis
in metro Detroit.
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